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Jason Vanlandingham, Whiteshoro, Texas

OT MANY PEOPLE START THEIR CAREERS DURING THEIR CHILD-

hood, but Jason Vanlandingham got a leg up on his fu-
ture, so to speak, breaking ponies for his dad to sell. He even-
tually began starting colts, and, in 1998, went to
work for a reiner in Illinois.

Even though he grew up with horses, Vanland-
ingham never dreamed he’d become a trainer. He
wanted to be a professional baseball player, but life
took him in a different direction. He married his
high school sweetheart right after high school grad-
uation and started a family.

“T had planned on being a teacher and coach-
ing,” Vanlandingham said. “I decided I probably =
didn’t want to teach so I found something else to do. Once the
family got going, baseball was another thing we gave up.”

Vanlandingham worked in Illinois for a year, then went home
and leased his dad’s barn for a year. From there, he moved to

Craig Johnsonss facility in Gainesville, Texas, working for John-
son, an NRHA Professional and two-time NRHA Futurity cham-
pion, for three years until he went out on his own. He start-
ed Vanlandingham Reining Horses, specializing
in futurity and derby horses and prospects.

He’s proud of what he’s accomplished so far,
including winning the 2005 21st Annual SWRHA
(Southwest Reining Horse Association) Futuri-
ty open and intermediate open on Gallos Stylish
Star, a stallion he started as a long yearling. Rid-
ing Whizin Off Sparks, he won the 2007 NRHA
Derby intermediate open division and made the
\ 2008 NRBC open finals.

When he’s not riding, Vanlandingham spends his time
coaching his kids’ sports teams. He and his wife Adrienne have
three children: Alexus, 11; Dalton, 8; Courtney, 6; and one
due this November. ¢




